
Mr. Dan Ruben
Equal Justice America
Building II - Suite 204, 
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben,

 I had an amazing summer working for the Poverty and Race Research Action 

Council. I was able to conduct research concerning preemption and immigration. Several 

local governments have enacted anti-immigrant housing ordinances. Housing ordinances 

are not expressly preempted in federal law. However, the federal Immigration and 

Nationality Act (INA) regulates the presence of immigrants in the country the doctrine of 

implied preemption will be important in future immigration cases. The federal government 

has addressed the housing of undocumented immigrants through the INA’s prohibition on 

“harboring” undocumented persons. Because the Supreme Court has not yet defined 

“harbor”, the legal definition of “harbor” may be the key word in future housing cases when 

advocates of undocumented persons will use the doctrine of implied preemption to strike 

down local anti-immigrant ordinances. 

My summer experience gave me the privilege of exposing myself to areas of law 

previously unexplored and allow me to develop professional relationships with people that 

I truly admired. I was inspired by the way that people of privilege with no personal stake in 

issues like immigration and poverty were so diligent in striving to achieve structural 

equality.  Thank you so much for funding this research and experience. I will carry the 

lessons of social responsibility I have learned this summer with me when I become an 

attorney.

Sincerely,

Victoria Ajayi 

Georgetown






