
Dan Ruben 

Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

Building II- Suite 204 

13540 East Boundary Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

August 31, 2012 

 

Dear Mr. Dan Ruben: 

 

I want to thank you and the entire staff at Equal Justice America for awarding me a 2012 

Summer Fellowship. I am  grateful for the opportunity I was given to intern at Cabrini Green 

Legal Aid ("CGLA") in their criminal records department. I am unable to describe in words how 

influential and inspiring my summer experience with CGLA truly was. 

 

I developed bonds through my summer at CGLA that I know will carry through past my law 

school years and far into the future. The people I met were incredible, and I cannot thank them 

enough for sharing their stories with me. 

 

Being a part of the criminal records department allowed me the opportunity to  listen to people 

talk about their life experiences, the hardships they endured, and their amazing accomplishments. 

The people I got to know, and meet with, are nothing short of amazing and extremely resilient.  

 

I admire the strength and courage CGLA clients have to take ownership of their lives, and really 

strive to be the best versions of themselves. One of CGLA's visions is "for our clients to leave us 

stronger than they came." After having interned at CGLA, I can attest to the realization of that 

vision not only with CGLA's clients, but also among interns and staff members through all 

aspects of life at CGLA.  

 

Aside from being grateful for the relationships I formed, I am grateful for the substantive 

assignments I was given. In addition to meeting frequently with clients, I also spent the majority 

of my time drafting health care waiver and clemency petitions. It was great feeling as though I 

was actually making a difference.  

 

Another aspect of my summer that I greatly valued, was the opportunity CGLA gives its interns 

to meet with practicing attorneys from many different practice areas with varying backgrounds.  

 

Thank you so much for an unforgettable summer. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tina Tran 

Loyola University Chicago School of Law  

Class of 2014 






