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Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America 
13540 East Boundary Road
Building II, Suite 204 
Midlothian, VA 23113

Dear Mr. Ruben,

My experience at the Family Law Project in Ann Arbor, MI was wonderful. I thoroughly 
enjoyed working with clients and learning from my supervising attorney.  I have taken away from this 
experience a deep appreciation and passion for public interest work which I hope to pursue in the 
future.

During my fellowship, I gained practical legal experience. I drafted initial pleadings and 
prepared for service of opposing parties. I was responsible for keeping my clients informed of the 
developments in their cases and for preparing other legal documents to address their needs, such as 
temporary motions and proposed judgments of divorce.

As a law clerk, I worked exclusively with survivors of domestic violence.  Before this 
experience, my awareness of domestic abuse was limited.  After this experience, I have an informed 
knowledge of the different types of domestic abuse, including: emotional, isolation, coercive behavior, 
intimidation, economic, psychological, and physical abuse. My perception of domestic violence has 
significantly changed.  I understand now that abuse is not limited to physical violence. Abuse is about 
a person’s control over another person. Whether that control is economic (giving a spouse an 
allowance) or isolation (preventing a spouse from having contact with friends or family), the objective 
is having control over another person’s actions and emotions.  This knowledge, I am sure will be 
invaluable at a future professional position. Most importantly, this experience has increased my 
appreciation for organizations like the Family Law Project who work towards solving social problems 
such as domestic abuse.         

My favorite part about my work was the clients I served.  They were some of the kindest 
people I have ever interacted with.  I found that respect and sensitivity are necessary elements to have 
in order to communicate constructively. With these tools, the interactions I had were effective and 
enjoyable. Although the situations of abuse I encountered were very upsetting, I managed to put aside 
my personal feelings and dedicated myself to improving my clients’ positions. 

I thank Equal Justice America for helping me have such a wonderful experience. I am truly 
honored to have worked for the Family Law Project and grateful to learn so much about public interest 
work.        

 Sincerely, 

Margaret Lukshaitis
Wayne State University Law School ‘14






