
August 10, 2010

Dear Mr. Ruben,

I would like to thank you and EJA for making it possible for me to work at the Asian Pacific 
American Legal Resource Center this summer.   This summer internship has given me a positive 
working experience in the legal public interest sector, and has helped strengthened my desire to 
use my legal education towards furthering the welfare of the community.  

I have been thoroughly impressed by the breadth and depth of work a small organization like 
APALRC can accomplish.  With a staff of less than 15 people, they are able to handle work in a 
wide range of areas, including language access, immigration, housing, domestic violence, 
employment and community organizing.  As a summer intern, it has been an invaluable learning 
experience for me to be exposed to so many issues over this summer.  

I have also been surprised by how much more I feel connected to the Asian immigrant issues that 
are at the center of APALRC’s attention.  As an immigrant myself and having lived in five 
different cities on three different continents in the past ten years, I feel that I understand the sense 
of alienation that my clients are experiencing.  Some clients have expressed to me the great relief 
of finally being able to tell their stories in their own language because that is when they feel like 
their problems have truly been heard.  Indeed, one of the experiences that I enjoyed the most from 
the internship is the opportunity to work with clients.  I feel that doing direct intakes with callers 
help place the issues in context.  I now see each case more than just a legal puzzle that needs to 
be solved.  Applying law to facts means more than just winning a case―it is instead about 
thinking what is best for the clients.

I have also learned a tremendous amount about what it means to be a community lawyer.  Being 
positioned in the Housing and Community Justice Project provides me with the opportunity to 
observe how community organizing intersects with legal work.  My supervisor and the community 
organizing staff at the APALRC have worked over the past few years in helping tenants gain a 
collective voice.  They have shown me not only how much patience is needed in this type of 
work, but also how rewarding this work can be.  One of my favorite clients at the APALRC is in 
fact a tenant association.  With the help of the APALRC, this tenant association has become a 
well-run group that knows how to demand their right, who can debate their issues thoroughly, 
and who works tirelessly to improve the living condition for all the tenants in the building. 

APALRC’s success depends very much on the passion and drive of the staff, and I have learned 
that I will need to find the same sense of passion in the work that I do if I want to excel in the 
public sector.  Working at the APALRC this summer has been a truly inspiring learning 
experience.  I want to thank you again for the generous grant and for supporting my work at the 
APALRC this summer.  

Sincerely,
 
Kammy Lai
The George Washington University Law School
JD Candidate, 2012






