
August 31, 2015 

 

Dan Ruben 

Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

Building II, Suite 204  

13540 East Boundary Road  

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben, 

 
I hope that this letter finds you well. My name is Oluchi Ifebi and I am a 2L at The John 

Marshall Law School. I received a Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI) internship position at 

Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago (“LAF”) for the summer of 2015. In 

addition, I received an Equal Justice America (EJA) fellowship to help financially support my 

internship. These awards helped me tremendously in pursuing my public interest endeavors. At 

LAF, I worked in the housing practice group and was assigned to help clients living in poverty to 

keep decent, safe, and affordable housing, specifically those facing eviction from their 

subsidized housing. I thoroughly enjoyed the wide range of issues, from nonpayment to due 

process, the memoranda and pleadings I drafted, and the interviews I had with clients. Along 

with my time at LAF, the educational seminars I attended as a PILI intern challenged my ideas 

about the public interest field and tested my commitment to it.  

In the housing practice group, I worked with several attorneys to help majority of our 

clients who were public housing residents and Housing Choice Voucher recipients. The first 

week, I had the opportunity to write a Bystander Report. There, I saw a trial from beginning to 

end for the first time. The jury selection was very fascinating! Several times, I had the 

opportunity to conduct client interviews. The experience enlightened me on the state of poverty 

in Chicago and I learned a lot about the intersection of housing and poverty law. When I chose 

the housing practice group, I had no idea how intellectually and emotionally stimulating housing 

issues would be. 

The first client I had the opportunity to help was facing eviction for not getting recertified 

after she became unemployed. When she became unemployed, she followed the proper steps by 

informing the property management. It was then management’s duty to verify using a third-party 

verification system, but they did not. One thing led to another and time passed, leading our client 

to receiving an eviction notice. Full circle, my second to last week, at the pretrial conference, my 

supervisor showed the proper procedures and alternatives management should have taken, 

forcing the opposing side to cooperate by reaching a negotiation. The roundtable conversation 

got heated at certain moments and it was thrilling seeing how negotiation and settlements can go. 

I had the experience to witness the possible tensions that can arise between tenants and their 

landlords. 



A case that was really touching was one with a potential client who was mentally 

incapacitated. The person who assisted her living committed fraud and eventually, the client was 

facing losing her voucher. Sadly, it was resolved that the client could not have a legal 

relationship with my supervisor and unfortunately, her mother was not her legal guardian and did 

not have power of attorney. We gathered enough information and my supervisor advised the 

potential client’s mother so she can defend her daughter adequately at a CHA hearing. I always 

wondered what happened to the mother and her daughter. Did the daughter get to keep her 

voucher? If so, who will be taking care of her? Fast forward, I completed my 10-week internship 

with LAF and a week later, I get a text message from my then former supervisor telling me the 

good news. The mother and daughter won the hearing and the daughter can keep her voucher! 

My supervisor knew how that case was always on my mind and heart. Surely this time, the 

daughter will be well-cared for. 

This great news reminded me of how essential housing is and everyone, no matter how 

rich, poor, or unable, deserves access. My time at LAF as a PILI Intern was one of the best 

experiences I have ever had. Since then, I have reflected on my commitment to public interest 

work and more importantly, my dedication to housing issues. I am so thankful my PILI and EJA 

awards helped me do some meaningful work this summer and impact a great number of tenants. 

I look forward to my future as a strong housing advocate. Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

 

Oluchi Ifebi 

The John Marshall Law School 

Juris Doctor Candidate, May 2017 

 


