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August 24, 2011

Mr. Dan Ruben
Executive Director Equal Justice America
13540 East Boundary Road, Building II – Suite 204
Midlothian, Virginia 23112

RE: EJA Summer Fellowship Experience at Equip for Equality

Dear Mr. Ruben,

This summer, I had the opportunity to work full time as a law clerk in Equip for Equality’s
Special Education Legal Clinic. Equip for Equality (EFE) provides free legal assistance to
children with special needs and seeks to advocate on their behalf to ensure that they are receiving
the appropriate supports and services in school. Special Education is a passion of mine, and
having the opportunity to provide clients with direct legal services was an incredible experience I
am extremely grateful for.

My experience at EFE entailed interviewing clients, collaborating with the office’s attorneys to
assess cases, providing clients extended advocacy assistance, ghost-writing demand letters,
demands for due process, representing clients at negotiations, Individualized Education Plan
(IEP) meetings, and at administrative hearings.

The most memorable part of my experience at Equip for Equality this summer was when the
firm’s managing partner allowed me to represent a client at a residency hearing. One day, I was
assigned a call that came in on the EFE Special Education Helpline. The Helpline is a resource
for parents to call when they have an issue with their school and need assistance. On this
particular day, the parent who called explained that she had received a letter from her son’s
school explaining that it had been determined that she and her son were non-residents of the
school district and therefore her son could no longer attend school on a tuition-free basis. Her
son was a little over three and a half years old and had a diagnosis of Autism. He had been
receiving Early Intervention Special Education Services through the school’s Early Childhood
program that school year, and was eligible to receive the services throughout the summer;
however, since the school had determined that he was not a resident of the district, the child was
unable to continue attending school.

Typically, residency issues are not within EFE’s priorities; however, in this case, EFE made an
exception. I urged the team to investigate this case further and the team ultimately decided to
allow me to represent the client at hearing. I feel honored that the management so supported me
in my efforts to advocate on behalf of this client. Preparing for hearing was exhilarating, and the
encouragement I received from my colleagues was remarkable. Even more exciting, we won the
hearing and the school district agreed to provide compensatory services to the child this fall.
Through this experience, I now know that I want to go into litigation as a career – and without
EFE’s trust and encouragement, I never would have had this experience.
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I know that I would not have been able to have this experience without the funding I received
from Equal Justice America. Providing such a generous stipend to allow me to pursue my
passion was a gift I will forever cherish. Thank you so much for providing me this opportunity,
and I hope this program continues to fund projects and opportunities for law students interested
in serving the public interest.

Thank you again for your support.

Sincerely,

Jillian Burstein
Loyola University of Chicago School of Law








