
Stephanie A. Snow 

 

October 26, 2016 

 

Mr. Dan Ruben 

Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

Building II, Suite 204  

13540 East Boundary Road  

Midlothian, VA 23112  

 

 Re: Summer 2016 Internship with LAF Chicago 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on my recent experience as an intern with LAF 

(formerly Legal Assistance Foundation) in Chicago, Illinois. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time as an education law intern with LAF in its Children & Families 

division! I had the opportunity to work with brilliant attorneys who daily showed their zeal and 

passion for advocacy on behalf of the impoverished and disenfranchised members of the public.  

In addition to daily case work, LAF provided several occasions to attend workshops, seminars, 

and forums about general legal aid issues and also trending law topics in the specific area of 

education law. I appreciated the opportunity to learn from various legal practitioners in the 

Chicago legal community. 

 

When I reflect on my time at LAF, one case that immediately comes to mind is a matter that 

dealt with a disabled child who had an Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  The child’s foster 

mom had made several attempts on her own to advocate for the child to receive the necessary 

services that were required by federal law.  After exhausting her personal efforts and resources, 

the mom turned to LAF for help.  I was able to participate in the case from the moment of intake 

through to successful mediation in which we were able to secure hours of compensatory 

education, physical therapy, and speech therapy services for the child, along with a solid plan 

moving forward to ensure the child would receive the services he was entitled to by law.  

Working on this case with my supervising attorney not only taught me the nuances of education 

law, but gave me a chance to learn and practice the skills of developing and maintaining client 

relationships, along with determining how to be a successful advocate without “over-promising” 

outcomes to a client.   

 

Again, I appreciate the time I spent at LAF and the support of EJA through its Fellowship 

program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Stephanie A. Snow 

J.D. Candidate | January 2017 

The John Marshall Law School 


