
August 31, 2010

Re: Summer Internship Report

Dear Mr. Ruben:

As the school year begins again, I am pleased to have the opportunity to reflect on the work that I did 
this summer at East Bay Community Law Center (EBCLC). I am extremely grateful for the financial 
support of Equal Justice America, which facilitated this fulfilling experience.

I spent ten weeks working EBCLC's Income Support practice group, where I provided information and 
advocacy to low-income residents of Alameda County in their applications and appeals for various 
forms of public aid (food stamps, General Assistance [GA], and CalWORKS).

At the start of the summer, the Income Support Unit participated in a community organizing effort 
aimed at reversing Alameda County’s reduction of cash aid to GA recipients. I spent the first few 
weeks of my internship conducting outreach at Alameda County's various Social Services offices, 
speaking with GA recipients, answering questions, and recruiting people to come to the upcoming 
Board of Supervisors budget hearings. During this time, I also assisted EBCLC staff attorneys at the 
Alameda County Social Services hearing office, offering on-the-spot representation and/or advocacy 
for those recipients whose public benefits had been wrongly terminated or reduced. One of the high 
points of my summer was looking out at the line of people waiting to speak at the budget hearings and 
recognizing faces that I had encountered in the previous weeks. Seeing firsthand the effects of our 
community outreach efforts was extraordinarily powerful.

My experience with one-on-one client representation was equally inspiring. I had many interactions 
with clients. One individual who stands out in my mind is a homeless man with poor health whose GA 
benefits had been wrongly terminated due to a medical misdiagnosis. My supervising attorney and I 
eventually got his benefits reinstated. On one of my last days at work, the client called to tell me that he 
had moved into a trailer, the first place he could call “home” in over six months and that it was our 
advocacy that had helped him get there.

As you may recall, this was my second summer at EBCLC. I returned to the organization because I 
knew from experience that I would thrive in its environment of committed attorneys, advocates, and 
community members working together for social justice. The experience did not disappoint me; in fact, 
it made me all the more excited for my upcoming graduation (June 2011) so that I can embark on my 
chosen calling.

Once again, thank you for the support that Equal Justice America provides for students pursuing public 
interest work.

Best Wishes,

Gina Gemello






