
Dear Mr. Ruben,
I hope all is well. I am writing to thank you for making my public interest work possible 

by funding my fellowship at Equip For Equality (EFE) this past semester. This semester was my 
last in law school. While many friends and co-workers encouraged me to “take it easy” in my 
last few months of school, I knew that I wanted to return to doing work that was both important 
and fulfilling. Your support enabled me to continue doing the very work that I came to law 
school to do. 

Before I go any further, I would also like to share some good news with you. As you 
know, this past semester was my second “tour of duty” with Equip for Equality and the second 
time I have received support from your wonderful organization. Thanks to you, your donors, and 
your staff, I am also pleased to say that this will not be my last time working with EFE. In fact, I 
have been awarded a post-graduate fellowship to establish a new 2-year project at EFE to 
represent low income and minority families of children with Learning Disabilities. 

I cannot overstate how important your organization’s support has been to helping me 
obtain this post graduate fellowship. Last summer, you helped support my work at EFE for three 
months. During that time, I helped numerous clients but also gained valuable experience in the 
special education law field. EFE’s attorneys mentored me and taught me the “ins and outs” of 
special education law. In short, they prepared me to represent clients in need long after my 
internship ended. Moreover, they recognized my hard work and approached me about applying 
for post-graduate fellowships. Your organization, by supporting me then and now, provided me 
with opportunities in public interest and disability rights advocacy. Without your support, I 
would not have been partnered with such a great organization like EFE, gained this work 
experience, and been mentored by such committed attorneys. In short, I would never have had 
the opportunity to turn my internship work into a brand new project. 

This past semester was also a remarkable experience. Having worked at EFE in the past, I 
was even better prepared to effectively advocate for my clients. Over the last few months, I 
represented over 20 families with various special education concerns. Moreover, I represented 
students with a wide range of disabilities including learning disabilities, blindness, autism, 
emotional disabilities, and cerebral palsy. Some of my clients were denied eligibility for special 
education services and we were able to negotiate with school districts to ensure that these 
students were determined to be eligible under federal law. In other situations, these children were 
already eligible but were not placed in classes appropriate for their needs. In these situations, we 
were able to attend IEP meeting and design new and effective special education programs based 
on their needs. In other cases, students were denied services necessary for them to participate in 
education (for example, being denied transportation to and from school) and, with the support of 
the law, we were able to intervene and obtain these “related services” for these students. In each 
case, our organization was able to assist parents in obtaining services that their children were 
being denied but that they were entitled to under the law. 

As I have said to you in the past, there’re few organizations as worthy of support as 
Equip For Equality. EFE’s clients face many more challenges than the average person. Parents of 
children with disabilities are often unaware of their legal rights. Many times, they are struggling 
just to learn about their child’s disability and how they can best support their children. Moreover, 
the great majority of the clients I worked with this semester were also in low income households. 
With resources, children with disabilities may have access to tutors, private therapy, and other 
special education support outside of school. With fewer or no resources, these individual rely on 
the public education system to follow the law and provide them with the support they are entitled 



to. EFE’s advocacy is important in many instances, but is crucial when our clients are from low 
income families. By supporting my work, you enabled us to reach more families in need of 
crucial legal help. 

Thank you again for providing me with a fellowship to work with Equip For Equality. 
This fellowship helped me represent children with disabilities this semester but has also enabled 
me to help them far into the future. For that, I offer my most heartfelt thanks. 

Best,
Daniel M. Hochbaum 
 






