
August 25, 2012

Mr. Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
Building II - Suite 204 
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA  23112

Dear Mr. Ruben,

Thank you so much for awarding me with an Equal Justice America fellowship this summer. My 
experience at a legal aid agency was invaluable, and I learned a lot about the type of work that is 
done at public interest organizations. My experience this summer affirmed my desire to practice 
public interest law when I graduate from law school. 

I worked in the Immigrant and Workers’ Rights practice group at the Legal Assistance 
Foundation. I worked specifically in the Immigration Project, where I assisted many immigrant 
crime victims and domestic violence survivors. Their stories were very sad, but my experience 
was incredibly rewarding. I was most impacted by the cases involving children and sex assault. 

My most memorable client was a 27-year-old Mexican woman who entered the US with her 
family at a very young age. I worked on her U-visa application, which is an immigration remedy 
for crime victims. This woman had survived so much in her life, including a heinous incident of 
sexual assault perpetrated by a classmate and ovarian cancer. She was severely depressed, and I 
spoke to her at least once a week. Because of her depression, she needed help with other aspects 
of her life, including counseling and housing. Her case taught me how to deal with especially sad 
stories and how to draw a professional line between what a client needs and my legal 
responsibility. It was often tempting to give her advice regarding other areas of her life, but I still 
listened to her when she called me. Although this was not necessarily part of my job, her 
emotional wellbeing affected her immigration case, and it clearly helped her to have someone to 
talk to, especially because she had not shared the details of her case with friends or family.

I also worked primarily with a mother of three US children who was in removal proceedings and 
faced the threat of deportation. I prepared her Cancellation of Removal application on my own, 
and because of my prior work experiences, I was able to assist the attorney assigned to the case 
greatly because she had never worked on this type of case before. I served as the client’s primary 
advocate, and she was my first Spanish-speaking client that I communicated with exclusively. 
She did not know the attorney, so if she needed anything, she called me. It was very rewarding to 
use my Spanish skills, as I am working towards becoming fluent in Spanish, and to see how 
helpful it was to the attorney, who was extremely busy.

I hope to continue working in the public interest sector after I graduate. I would like to practice 
immigration law in the future, so my work experience this summer prepared me greatly for this 



type of work in the non-profit sector. I am thankful that the Equal Justice America fellowship 
provided me with the means to work with low-income immigrants this summer.

Sincerely,

Anita Gupta
DePaul College of Law
Class of 2013




