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August 30, 2011 
 
Dan Ruben 
Executive Director 
Equal Justice America 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ruben, 
 
This summer, with the help of Equal Justice America, I was able to work for the Michigan 
Poverty Law Program (MPLP) in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  MPLP works in affiliation with Legal 
Services of South Central Michigan to provide support to legal aid attorneys in the region.  I 
worked primarily on low-income housing issues with Jim Schaafsma, the housing attorney at 
MPLP, researching issues related to Section 8 housing vouchers, procedural due process 
protection for housing benefits, and other topics currently affecting low-income housing. 
 
One particularly rewarding assignment involved a Native American low-income housing tenant 
who was being evicted from her home without due process.  By researching the case law 
surrounding procedural due process requirements for low-income housing in Michigan, as well 
as laws applicable to Native American housing, I was able to contribute to her attorney’s 
arguments.  Although I was not able to see the case through to completion, the chance to help 
strengthen the tenant’s case was gratifying in and of itself.   
 
I also worked extensively on writing new content for MPLP’s website for self-represented 
litigants.  Specifically, I outlined instructions, frequently asked questions, and detailed 
explanations for how to file a motion to set aside a default judgment in a debt collection case.  
By contributing to a website that will eventually offer legal assistance to those who normally 
cannot afford it, I was able to offer help to more people than I could otherwise, had I been 
working one-on-one with individual clients.   
 
I am extremely grateful to have had the opportunity to work in public interest this summer, 
especially because I had previously worked only in private law firms.  The immediate 
gratification of helping those in need was a welcomed change and an invaluable experience.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Abigail L. Preissler 
University of Michigan Law School 
J.D. expected May, 2013 




